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Interaction between the academic and public policy communities which aims to increase 
the use of research evidence and expertise in policymaking 

What is academic-policy engagement?

…and why does it matter?
“The Spending Review committed record levels of investment in the UK’s world-leading 
research base over the next 3 years, with R&D spending set to increase by £5 billion 
to £20 billion per annum by 2024-2025 - a 33% increase in spending over the current 
parliament by 2024-2025”
BEIS statement, 14 March 2022

“In order to thrive in an increasingly competitive world, countries must apply science and 
technology strategically and embed it in their policy- and decision-making.”
Patrick Vallance, Civil Service Blog, 22 February 2022



UK context: From the niche to the mainstream



Drawception.com

Common obstacles to academic-policy engagement



• UK Government
• Devolved administration
• Legislatures
• Regional authorities 
• Local councils
• Public agencies

Who are ‘policymakers’? 



Evidence 
Analysis

Policy 
development

Scrutiny Implementation Evaluation Campaigning

MPs
Parliamentary 
Staff
Ministers

Civil servants
Local 
councillors / 
authority 
members
Local / regional 
authority staff

NDPBs
NGOs / 
intermediaries

Policy functions / stakeholders



Drawing attention to an overlooked 
policy issue 

Policy engagement and impact routes

Submission of 
written evidence to 
consultationParticipating in a 

policy review
Undertaking 
research 
commissioned 
by Government 

Blog or 
media 
article; 
social 
media

Submitting 
unsolicited 
evidence or 
analysis Policy Fellowship 

/ secondment 

Participating in 
stakeholder 
meetings

Speaking at policy 
conferences

Membership of 
ministerial 
advisory group

Informing 
development of 
policy documents

Inform 
development 
of legislation

Inform 
scrutiny of 
legislation

Inform 
scrutiny of 
policy

Informing 
specific policy 
decisions 

Inform policy 
thinking and 
ongoing policy 
development

Inform public 
debate on 
policy issues



What is the UK Parliament?

House of Commons House of Lords Monarch 



What does the UK Parliament do?

• Represents the people
• Checks and challenges the work of 
the Government (scrutiny)

• Makes and changes laws 
(legislation)

• Debates the important issues of the 
day (debating)

• Checks and approves Government 
spending (taxes and budgets)
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Parliament ≠ Government

UK Parliament

• Commons, Lords and Monarch
• Holds Government to account 
• Makes laws
• Enables the Government to 
raise and spend money

UK Government

• Some MPs and some Peers, 
chosen by the Prime Minister

• Runs Government departments 
and public services 

• Is accountable to Parliament

istock by Getty images



Who uses research in the UK Parliament?

House of Commons 
select committees

House of Lords
select committees 

Joint select committees

Legislation

House of Commons Library House of Lords Library

POST

Individual MPs and their 
researchers

Individual Peers and their 
researchers

All Party Parliamentary Groups



POST

• Bridges research and policy to ensure that 
the best available research evidence feeds 
into the legislative process and scrutiny of 
Government, through:

• Horizon scanning briefings (POSTnotes)
• Reactive advice for Committees and 
Libraries (POSTbriefs)

• Events
• Knowledge Exchange (internal and 
external)

• Academic fellowships
• International work



Questions?



Understanding a select 
committee’s terms of 
reference 



Select committees

•Conduct inquiries and produce reports on a range of matters, 
from the conduct of Government to specialist subject areas

•Committees can be departmental (House of Commons) or more 
cross-cutting

• Invite evidence from witnesses
•Can employ subject specialists as specialist advisers, usually 
academics/expert practitioners



Lords Communications and Digital Committee:
Digital exclusion and the cost-of-living inquiry

Terms of Reference:

1. What are the main causes of digital exclusion in the UK? What is the 
economic and social impact?

2. How has the rising cost of living affected digital exclusion?

     a) To what extent does digital exclusion exacerbate cost of living 
pressures?

     b)What are the long-term implications of this relationship?
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Lords Communications and Digital Committee:
Digital exclusion and the cost-of-living inquiry

Possible relevant research (and underpinning expertise)
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Lords Communications and Digital Committee:
Digital exclusion and the cost of living inquiry
Possible relevant research (and underpinning expertise)

• Adult education and lifelong learning 
• Adult loneliness
• Climate change
• Communities of practice
• Devolution 
• Digital Skills 
• Disabilities 
• Economic disparities 
• Education 
• Employment 
• Financial inclusion 
• Health and Wellbeing 
• Levelling up 
• National Security 
• Online safety/online harms 
• Regeneration of coastal areas 
• Regional disparities 
• Remote and hybrid work policy 
• Remote learning 
• Rural poverty 
• Skills and upskilling
• Social mobility 
• Telehealth and health 
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Find select committee inquiries 
relevant to research at your 
institution
• Follow the link in the Q&A feed to a 

list of all currently open calls for 
evidence

https://committees.parliament.uk/inquiries/?showadvanced=true&acceptingwrittenevidenceonly=true
https://committees.parliament.uk/inquiries/?showadvanced=true&acceptingwrittenevidenceonly=true


Questions?



How to engage with an MP 
to present ideas for change 



5 ways that Members 
can represent your 
research at 
Parliament 

1. Written/oral 
questions to 
Government 

2. Backbench Business 
Committee

3. Select Committee 
work 

4. Private Members Bill 
5. Early Day Motions 
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Guidance for engaging with Members 

1. Sell yourself - highlight that you are a researcher on this topic 
2. Be clear on what action you want them to take/what change 

you want to see introduced 
3. Tell them how your research supports the action/change that 

you are asking for 
4. Highlight why your work is relevant 
5. Be accessible- avoid using jargon and acronyms. 

Remember you are engaging with a non-specialist audience! 
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Activity: Writing to an MP 

“You’re writing to your local MP to ask them to table a question to the 
Government. When writing to your MP include...” 

• What question you want them to ask the Government or what 
change you like them to press the Government to change. 

e.g. I would like you to ask for teddy bears to be banned from the UK 

• How your research supports the question/proposed change   

 e.g. my research has demonstrated that teddy bears slow down child socialisation 

 Find your local MP: https://members.parliament.uk/FindYourMP 
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Questions and reflections



Resources for 
engaging with UK 
Parliament 

Online resources and ‘how to’ 
guides: 
www.parliament.uk/research-impac
t 

Follow the Knowledge Exchange 
Unit: @UKParl_Research 

Follow POST: @POST_UK

Get in touch: keu@parliament.uk 

Sign-up for our weekly round-ups to 
find out about opportunities to engage 

http://www.parliament.uk/research-impact
http://www.parliament.uk/research-impact
https://twitter.com/UKParl_Research
https://twitter.com/POST_UK
mailto:keu@parliament.uk


Some useful resources

Policy Fellowships 2023



Some useful resources


