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• UKRI is the primary funding organisation for  
research and innovation in the  UK (dual support 
system + business)

• It includes the seven UK  research councils, Innovate 
UK  and Research England



What does a funder do? 

Our role is much more

Facilitate connections
Build capability
Create capacity
Understand the need and articulate the 
offer
Incentivising and evidencing: an 
area/theme; successes; value of the 
community
Reward and recognition
Set priorities 

Gives out grant 
funding

Celebrating impact prize; 
Sparking Innovation

Understanding user 
evidence gaps; helping 

researchers shape  
actionable insights

DTPs, IAAs, Institutes and Campuses – 
eg to engage with users/researchers and 

vice versa with eg Catapults, KTN

How we fund is just as important: 
Impact/mission led calls; bringing in the 

user voice; events to share insights



ESRC Research and Innovation Priorities – 22/25 
Delivery Plan 



BBSRC Research and Innovation Priorities – 22/25 Delivery Plan 



Evaluating Evidence

Shaping StrategyInfluencing Policy

Driving Delivery

Key Input Points



Keep on Testing

Why is bio innovation always 
the “poor cousin”?

What supply chains does bio 
innovation integrate with?

How can we stimulate high 
quality bio innovation?

• Power of bioscience is potentially lost, diminished by its lack of visibility
• Bioscience is not consistently understood among different stakeholder groups
• A very diverse range of market supply chains
• A skills gap in commercialising bio innovation across the wide range of market areas
• Potential of bio innovation is obscured by structural factors in policy, research, investment, and routes to market
• For UK bioscience to achieve its full potential it needs to be understood in its entirety



Before engaging 
▪Who needs to know?
▪What is our need?
▪Have you read our Delivery Plans? UKRI strategy?
▪What is your actionable insight?
▪Why do we need to know – what should we do with this knowledge?
▪What format will be most accessible?
▪How much detail do we need?
▪Have opportunities to engage already been published?



Ways to engage with us

Calls for evidence (UKRI or 
councils); Government and 
Parliament calls for evidence 

UKRI/Council governance 
structures: Advisory Groups, 
Panels, Networks, Business 
forums (CBI; Industry 
Associations; KTN)

Via our strategic  
investments, institutes 
and campuses (eg IAAs)

Your RO/institution: 
Connecting with UKRI/Council 
liaison people

Events: Town Hall meetings; 
events we are speaking at;
call development workshops; 
regional meetings

Comms activities: Joining 
Caucus mailing lists; 
following on Twitter, UKRI 
newsletters



Why to engage: closing the loop 

Our role is much more

Facilitate connections
Build capability
Create capacity
Understand the need and articulate the offer
Incentivising and evidencing: an area/theme; 
successes; value of the community

Reward and recognition
Set priorities 

Gives out grant 
funding
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